THE   WOMEN   OF   PERSIA
nephew of the late Shah, so she was doubly connected
with Persian royalty.
H.R.H. Princess Hamadane Sultang was in many
ways quite unlike the majority of Persian ladies.
She was a strong-minded, clever woman, and was
very anxious that her children should be brought up
in European fashion. These children certainly had a
veiy good time compared with other Persian children,
as their mother refused to let them become little
women before they had passed out of childhood's
days, and although they were then nine and ten
years old were generally playing with their dolls or
other toys brought from Paris for their amusement.
The princess very much wished her children to learn
English, but I suggested that she should learn it
herself first and then teach it to her children. To this
she gladly consented, and so twice a week I used to
go up and give her lessons. She quickly got over
the ABC stage, as she had some slight knowledge
of French, and took a great delight in picking out
the words of an easy English reader, and in a very
short time she greeted me in very quaint broken
-English: "Good morning; I hope you are well."
Unfortunately, I had to leave my interesting pupil
at this stage, as we were leaving Persia for England,
and I never saw her again; but 1 have heard that
she continued her English lessons for some time. I
do not think I ever knew any one with so many
dresses as this princess had; every time I saw her
she appeared in a different costume, and always in
rich silks, satins, or brocades. I asked her once if
she knew how many gowns she possessed, and she
confessed that she had no idea, and added that it
91

